ADEPT HIGHLIGHTS
EIGHT DIASPORA DEVELOPMENT DIALOGUE (DDD8)
EXPANDING AND ENHANCING THE ROLE OF DIASPORA PARLEMENTARIANS
24-27 April 2018, Dakar, Senegal
Day 1 - Tuesday, 24 April: exchange and capacity building Day for Members of Parliament and other
institutional representatives of Diaspora
The 8th Diaspora Development Dialogue took place in
Dakar, Senegal, from 24 to 27 April 2018 and aimed
at discussing the “Expanding and Enhancing the Role
of Diaspora Parliamentarians” topic. During the fourday conference, the parliamentary delegates, the
institutional representatives of diaspora, the civil
society representatives, the African diaspora
organisations, the internationals organisations and
the cooperation agencies focused on an exchange of
good practices and methodologies, allowing a greater
political involvement and recognition of the
representative role of the delegates from diaspora in
political life and development of their countries of
origin.

political innovation in Senegal that allocated 15 seats
to the Diaspora delegates at the National Assembly
of Senegal.
During the first day of the DDD8, the delegates set up
a strong framework allowing them to discuss and
advance concrete actions in relevant fields. In
particular, they proposed to:

The featured best practices and case studies of Togo,
Ivory Coast, Mali, Senegal, Morocco and Gambia
allowed the participants to deepen their discussions.
From left to right: Mrs. Aminata Camara, Director of Guineans from Abroad
and Mrs. Ouattara Goita Insiata, Director of Social Action and Information
of Ivoirians from Abroad Department.
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Opening session of the exchange and capacity building day for
delegates and Parliamentarians, 24 April 2018

The eighth edition of the DDD was organised in the
framework of the successful partnership between the
ADEPT Platform, the 'Direction Générale des
Sénégalais de l’Extérieur' and the 'Coordination des
Associations Sénégalaises de la Catalogne' (CASC).
This partnership was initiated in 2007, as a result of a

Run awareness-raising and migrant
support activities.
It is in particular about the support to the civil
society organisations, which assist, on a
daily basis, the migration path of people in
search of better life. Very often, the diaspora
associations are in the forefront of
receiving, orienting, informing and
facilitating the social integration of migrants.
This assistance could not be properly
provided without having an exact data on
assisted persons. Thus, a comprehensive
mapping of migrants is considered as one
of the most important factors. Besides it, the
delegates underlined the importance to
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motivate migrants to create their own and/or
to join various associations in order for their
voices to be heard.
Facilitate the mobility and the efficiency
of the Diaspora parliamentarians.
An enhanced cooperation between the
diaspora parliamentarians and the
embassies and the consulates of the
countries of origin and destination would
allow the elected representatives to be
more connected and more attentive to the
migrant needs. An increase in number of
missions and their facilitation in various
countries and regions would allow the
members of parliament to better know the
realities, while staying in direct interaction
with the people they represent.
Facilitate the DGSE’s mission aimed at
assisting and responding to the
Senegalese Diaspora's needs.
Strengthen migrant assistance with a
particular accent on the countries of transit.
Contribute to social cohesion of migrants in
the countries of destination with a particular
accent on the respect and the protection of
human rights.
Enhancing
the
Diaspora
Parliamentarians in their role of
consolidation and African integration.
Promote
economic
and
social
development of the continent, while
contributing to the enhancing and
empowerment of young people and women,
to the fight against the disparities and the
unequal distribution of the wealth.

The Certificates awarding Ceremony. From left to right: Mr. Alassane
Thimbo, member of the Economic, social and environmental council
(CESE), Mrs. Khady Sakho Ning, President of ADEPT, Mrs.
Ouattara Goita Insiata, Director of Social Action and Information of
Ivoirians from Abroad and HEM Sory Kaba, Director of the DGSE.

This day was wrapped up with closing remarks from
H.E.M Sory KABA, the Director General of the
Senegalese from Abroad who, together with Mrs.
Khady SAKHO NIANG, the President of ADEPT,
handed out the certificates of participation to the
Diaspora parliamentarians and other Diaspora
institutional representatives.

Family photo closing the first working day of DDD8 in Dakar, on April
24th, 2018

From left to right: Trainers of the exchange and capacity building
day: Mr. Birame Diouf, director of the Analysis and Diversity Affairs
Department of the Ministry of Education in Norway and Mr. Amadou
Bocar Sam, President of the CASC
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DAY 2 – Wednesday, 25 April: The day of exchange between peers on the enhancing of capacities and the
role of the Diaspora Parliamentarians and other institutional representatives of Diaspora.
This second working day of the DDD8 was marked by
the presence of the Diaspora organisations from
Europe to exchange with the Diaspora
Parliamentarians and other Diaspora institutional
representatives. The presentation of the study "From
the political participation of migrants to their election
as Parliamentarians in Senegal" delivered by Mr. Aly
Tandian, professor at the University Gaston Berger of
Senegal has considerably contributed to the
discussions.
The study aimed at giving a critical analysis of a social
innovation which is the deputation of the members of
the Diaspora in the National Assembly of Senegal,
while formulating recommendations in regards with
the Senegalese contemporary political system.

Furthermore, other important aspects of the relations
between Diasporas and their parliamentarians were
mentioned in particular: the role-played by the elected
representatives in the ratification and the respect of
the International Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their
Families, as well as the cost reduction of the Diaspora
transfers.
H.E.M Sory KABA stressed that "…When it comes
to these questions, ADEPT could and should
advocate on this subject, as well as the Diaspora
members of parliament ".

The exchange between the members of Parliament and Diaspora organisations,
Wednesday, April 25. From left to right: Mr. Emmanuel Kamdem, President of
CHIALA and member of the ADEPT’s BOT, Mrs. Debbie Aryo, Executive director of
AFRUCA and member of the ADEPT’s BOT, Mr. Eyachew Tefera, Director of the
Institute of African Studies and member of the ADEPT’s BOT
The exchange between the members of Parliament and the Diaspora
organisations, Wednesday, April 25. From left to right: Mr. Alexis
Neuberg, founder of the Radio Africa TV and member of the ADEPT’s
BOT, Mrs. Khady Sakho Niang, President of ADEPT, HEM Sory Kaba,
Director General of the DGSE and Mr. Gibril Faal, ADEPT’s Special
Adviser

DAY 3 - Thursday, 26 April: The Diaspora Development Dialogue day on "Enhancing and Expanding the
role of Diaspora parliamentarians”.
The Dialogue Day was opened to the public and
aimed at deepening the understanding of the
Diaspora parliamentary representation, its history, its
essendi ratio, the status, but also the future
perspectives of the Diaspora members of Parliament
in the national governance. The conference
alternated the dialogue on Government and public
sector actions with the Diaspora dialogue on the

migrant actions and the Stakeholders Dialogue on the
civil society and private sector actions. More than 150
participants, among whom the Ambassadors, the
deputies, the representatives of Government
institutions, internationals organisations, Cooperation
agencies, Diaspora associations and media took part
in the event.
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African Union who declared the Diaspora as the
sixth region of Africa. Today, more than ever, it is
important to have a Pan-African vision, to
combine sectorial work with global frameworks,
such as the Agenda 2030 on Sustainable
Development Goals, the Paris Agreement or the
Global Compact for Migration".
Opening session of the Dialogue Day, April 26. From left to right: Mr. Amadou
Bocar Sam, President of CASC, Mr. Michel LASTCHENKO, senior
Coordinator of the MMD project, ICMPD, Mr. Aly Khalil Seck, the
representative of the MAESE, Mr. Alieu, Chairman of the Independent
Electoral Commission of Gambia and Mrs. Khady Sakho Niang, President of
ADEPT

We shall particularly retain the message of H.E.M
Sory KABA, the Director General of the DGSE on the
expectations of this day: "During these few days we
exchanged a lot on the representativeness of the
Diaspora. The presence of the Diaspora
representatives from different countries has
considerably enriched our debates. We expect a
lot from this meeting, because the Senegalese
Diaspora has an important place within the
national development strategies. This meeting
will help us to define concrete actions to be
proposed to our Governments ".
The participants greeted the initiative of Senegal to
allocate 15 seats to the representatives of Diaspora
within the National Assembly, while specifying "it is
the beginning of a long process which is a
marathon, rather than a sprint ".

The opening session of the Dialogue, Day, Thursday, April 26. Keynotes
from Mrs. Khady Sakho Niang, President of ADEPT

In her opening remarks, Mrs. Khady SAKHO NIANG
highlighted that "…new technologies allowed the
Diaspora members to get closer to their relatives,
thus becoming more engaged for the
development of their countries of origin. This
civic participation should be taken into account
and further promoted by Governments and

Dialogue on the actions of government and private sector. From left to
right: Mr. Makria DJELLOULE, GIZ representative, Mrs. Marie-Jeanne
OMARI, Belgian local councilor, Mrs. Odile Robert, SDC representative,
Mrs. Nata SAMB MBACKE, Administrator of FAISE and Mr. Sy,
representative of FONGIP

Besides the opening session, the delegates
participated in the thematic sessions allowing them to
deepen the question of enhancing the skills of the
elected representatives of Diaspora in the field of the
practice of governance and public management.
In this context, the participants mentioned the
importance of knowledge and respect of the
normative frameworks intended to facilitate the
exercise of democracy. The example of the Law on
Swiss from Abroad adopted by the Swiss Parliament
on September 26th, 2014 was mentioned. The
workshop was also an opportunity to present the
FONGIP and the FAISE funds for migrants that
implement development projects in Senegal.
Presented by Mr. Sy, the FONGIP (Guarantee and
Investment fund dedicated to SME) aims at serving
as catalyst of the economic development to effectively
address people’s needs.
The Investment Support Fund for Senegalese from
Abroad (FAISE) was set up by the Government of
Senegal to promote the productive investments of the
Senegalese from abroad. Mrs. Nata Samb MBACKE,
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the General Administrator of the Fund, underlined that
the long-term objective of this programme is to
support income- generating activities created by
migrants willing to return home.

Stakeholders Dialogue on civil society and private sector actions. From left to right:
Mr. Karim SAAFI, Co-chair of ADYFE, Mr. Eyachew TEFERA, Director of the
Institute of African Studies and member of the ADEPT’s BOT, Mrs. Charlotte
GRIFFITHS, focal point of the MMD project, ICMPD, Mrs. Nafi DIAGNE DIOUF,
founder of AwaleBiz, Mr. Onyekachi WAMBU, Director of AFFORD and Treasurer
of ADEPT
Dialogue with Diaspora on migrant actions. From left to right: Mr.
Emmanuel Kamdem, President of CHIALA and member of the ADEPT’s
BOT, Mrs. Aby Sarr, REMIDEV Coordinator, Mrs. Debbie Aryo, Executive
director of AFRUCA and member of the ADEPT’s and M. Yera Dembele,
President of FEASO and General Secretary of ADEPT

The last thematic session aimed at highlighting the
initiatives of civil society and private sector that
enhance the participation of the Diaspora in
parliaments and African municipalities.
This session welcomed the civil society organisations,
the entrepreneurs, the youth networks, the scientific
world representatives (AFFORD, AwaleBiz, ACPEU,
African Diaspora Youth Forum in Europe, the Institute

of African Studies, etc.). The day was wrapped up
with a solemn moment of reading of the DDD8
Declaration by Najatte KAAOISS, ADEPT
Programme and Operations director on "Expanding
and
enhancing
the
role
of
Diaspora
Parliamentarians”, open for signature and adoption by
participants.
Finally, the Dialogue was closed with a dinner offered
by the ADEPT and the DGSE. It invited the guests to
continue their exchanges in a friendly and less formal
atmosphere. In addition, the evening became an
opportunity to introduce BAABA MAAL, a famous
Senegalese singer, and his engagement for ADEPT
as an Ambassador. The signer sent a video message
declaring: “I am ADEPT from ADEPT”.

BAABA MAAL, new Ambassador of ADEPT
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DAY 4: Friday, 27 April: Programmes for the Senegalese Diaspora presented by the Direction Générale
des Sénégalais de l’Extérieur (DGSE).
The last day was dedicated to the presentation of the
programmes for the Senegalese Diaspora by the
DGSE. The meeting began with a study presentation
on the migration trends in Senegal and the
socioeconomic stakes in development delivered by
Mr. Abdoulaye SECK, professor of Economy at the
University Sheik Anta DIOP. Afterwards, the DGSE
presented programmes for the Senegalese Diaspora.
Furthermore, the delegation of ADEPT was
welcomed by S.E.M Sidiki KABA, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Senegalese from abroad who
greeted the initiative of the DDD8 in Dakar, by
stressing the importance of the Parliamentarians’
mission to make the Diaspora voices heard.
To conclude, the platform ADEPT would like to thank
all the participants in these Dialogue Days for their

shared experiences, valuable contributions and
active participation. The platform ADEPT also thanks
its partners for their constant support without which
this important achievement would not be possible.

Presentation of the Programmes for the Senegalese Diaspora by the
DGSE, Friday, April 27

ADEPT is funded by the European Union, in the framework of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy through the Pan-African Programme, and the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation.

ADEPT is supported by ICMPD in the framework of the ‘Support to Africa - EU Migration and Mobility Dialogue” project
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